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What Is Oral History? 

 
“Oral History” is a maddeningly imprecise term: It 
is used to refer to formal, rehearsed accounts of 
the past presented by culturally sanctioned 
tradition-bearers; to informal conversations about 
“the old days” among family members, neighbors, 
or coworkers; to printed compilations of stories told 
about past times and present experiences; and to 
recorded interviews with individuals deemed to 
have an important story to tell. 
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What is oral history? 
 
Oral history is a madding, the imprecise term. It is used to 
refer to formal rehearse accounts of the past, presented 
by culturally sanctioned tradition bearers to informal 
conversations about the old days among family members, 
neighbours or coworkers; to printed compensations of 
stories told about past times and present experiences and 
to recorded interviews with individuals deemed to have an 
important story to tell. 
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What is all history? 
 
All history is a mattingly imprecise term. It is used to 
refer to formal, rehearsed accounts of the past, 
presented by culturally sanctioned tradition bearers 
to informal conversations about the old days among 
family members, neighbours or co workers; to 
printed compilations of stories told about pastimes 
and present experiences and two recorded 
interviews with individuals deemed to have an 
important story to tell. 
 
64 words  

 
Each of these uses of the term has a certain 
currency. Unquestionably, 
 most people throughout history have learned 
about the past through the spoken word. Moreover, 
for generations, history-conscious individuals have 
preserved others' firsthand accounts of the past for 
the record, often precisely at the moment when the 
historical actors themselves, and with them their 
memories, were about to pass from the scene. 
63 words 

 
Each of these uses of the term has a certain currency. 
Unquestionably, most people throughout history have 
learned about the past through the spoken word. 
Moreover, for generations, history conscious individuals 
have preserved others first hand accounts of the past, 
for the record, often precisely at the moment when 
historical actors themselves... with them, their memories 
were about to pass from the scene. 
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Each of these uses of the term has a certain 
currency. Unquestionably, most people throughout 
history have learned about the past through the 
spoken word. Moreover, for generations, history 
conscious individuals have preserved others first 
hand accounts of the past, for the record, often 
precisely at the moment when the historical act is 
themselves, and with them their memories were 
about to pass from the scene. 
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